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The Passing of a Subiaco Trailblazer

by Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB

Earlier this fall we received the news that Lemuel Collins, Class of 1960, had
died in Harvey, Illinois, on October 4, 2020, His passing brought to mind a sig-
nificant era in Subiaco history in which he played a decisive role, He was the fist
black student to graduate from Subiaco Academy. He and his class registered their
60th graduation anniversary last May, though the reunion celebration had to be
cancelled because of the pandemic.

Lemuel had entered in the fall of 1957 as a sophomore, along with William
(Curly) Franklin, a freshman. These two young men from Gray Rock, a small com-
munity north of Paris, Arkansas, were the trailblazers in the integration of the Acad-
emy. They would soon be followed by Walter Collins, Lemuel’s younger brother,
who entered in 1960 and graduated with the class of 1964,

That was a very difficult time in our state and nation. While Lemuel Collins and
William Franklin were entering at Subiaco, the Litde Rock Nine were attempting

to enroll in Central High School in Little Rock, and the struggle would become

the focus of national and international
news, It took great courage for these
two young men to enroll in an all-whire
school at any time, but especially at that
time.

The Supreme Court had ruled in
1954 that segregation in public schools
was unconstitutional. Bishop Albert
L. Fletcher of Little Rock responded
immediately by ordering that Catholic
schools in Arkansas be open to accept-
ing black students for the 1955-1956

school year. Bishop Fletcher would
follow up by writing An Elementary
Catechism on the Morality of Segrega-
tion and Racial Discrimination. After
~informing the monks in a meeting of

~ the Monastic Chapter at Subiaco in

April, 1955, Abbot Paul Nahlen di-

that Subiaco Academy would be

zer” contd on page 5 Lemuel Collins, Class of 1960




ailblazer
from page 1
pag b Bt black students
i to young men regardless of £ace. el of 1957
 the two who entered ift MERED i me in
iiewed Curly Franklin by phone at his ho ekl
‘after Lemuel's funeral. He told m¢ thar when ne @ :
Bttel were getring close to high school, they had a S
) football, but they knew they wouldnt have 2 u_-.h.]-.:l:I e in
m Bl‘.'.'sch ools of that time. Their onh' hnl_-:{-' was b.uu 1450,
hﬂtﬁ:t I Of. e e members of St. Joseph
2 seemed our of reach. They wer &
Parish in Paris, and when Coach Reynold Maus, also a member
of St. Joseph, heard about their dilemma, he helped them enter
the Academy to fulfill their dream.
They both achieved distinction in football at Subiaco, Ltm;fl
at left end and Curly at fullback. They could play only five o } R
the ten g;mi:s on the schedule. The teams in northern Plrkil.nsas ‘.ﬁ 4 .
wcqpen but not Fort Smith or Little Rock or the teams in : 2 : 960 and wife Mary
o it though playing only five games, Curly Franklin  Lemuel Collins, Class of 1960 and wife Mary
-as named All-District in his senior year. He is best remembered _ e . . .
was named h_" el foca point conversion which gave the Trojans a 21 -20 victory in the Carholic Le
for cauing RISy brough hack to Subiaco.
w“ﬂdﬁpﬁ'mc and e [ﬂ:::li::md <ome racism outside Subiaco, when they were on campus they were never
(ﬁ;dymld thar though bO}'K reated. Once, when a busload of Academy
m,dﬂm stopped at a restaurant and the manager
refused to seat Collins and Franklin, Father Robert
rari called all the students out of the restaurant.
.Thcl Mm;nagcr watched as his revenue reboarded the

The Abbey Message
is a composite quarterly
publication of Subiaco Abbey

Publish
E "El‘ﬂ.dmﬂun fmm th'c ﬁmd_ﬂﬂ]f, I_.CII.'I'L'I.EE and -Ialbbﬂ[ Lmnardlwz.:lgier OSE
- and later Walter, moved to Chicago. Le- o LR
Curly, drafced into the 1.5, Army to serve in Editor in Chicf
muel was fater he and Cusly had long careers with Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB
Kﬂm.hm Transit Authority: Walter joined e Send changes of address
S wﬁm force after service with the miliary and comments to:
Chicago P The Abbey Message
polic®: . ¢his deach, Lemucl had been B2 Subiaco Abbey
Arthedme Ot B8 T oo sears. Curly and his 405 North Subiaco Avenue
de to hi wife ming t0 Subiaco Hamtﬂﬂmmﬁ_ Subiaco, AR 72865-9798
had B2 ety before they ere O 1L Subiaco's Website
arlys blll.'iu rime later. Curly is plannifig www.subi.org
i Sl
ddices ring. ‘The Abbey Message E-mail




	Lemuel Collins - Trailblazer p.1
	Lemuel Collins - Trailblazer p.2

